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Documentary about Rev. Bill Atkinson Lo air on PBS

By Peg DeGrassa
pdegrassa@2lst-centuryme
dia.com

Editor of Town Talk, News &
Press of Delaware County

RADNOR » The world te
vision premiere of “ex-
traORDINARY / The Bill
Atkinson Story,” the in-
spiring documentary film
about the first quadriple-
gic priest to be ordained in
the Catholic Church’s his
tory, will be aired on PBS
station WHYY/Philadel-
phia on Sunday, Nov. 1, at
5 p.m. in celebration of All
Saints Day.

“extraORDINARY/The
Bill Atkinson Story” chron-
icles one Philadelphia man'’s
inspiring life, from trag-
edy to potential sainthood
Hospitalized and near death
as a teenager, viewers will
be able to follow his incred-
ible journey through reha-
bilitation and recovery to
becoming the first quadri-
plegic priest in the Catho-
lie Church’s 2,000-year his-
tory. Father Bill, as he was
fondly known, went on to
positively influence the lives
of so many individuals. He
conducted baptisms and
weddings as a priest and
taught at Monsignor Bon-
ner High School in Drexel
Hill from 1975 until 2004,
educating and motivating
students as a teacher,

Born in 1946, Rev. Bill
Atkinson, OSA, was a na-
tive of Upper Darby, where
he attended St. Alice Ele-
mentary School and then
graduated from Bonner. He
spent a year as a postulant

Academy in

UBMITTED PHOT

At the Chester Heights Fire Co. grant presentation are
teft to right. Joe Massaro — Lead Specialist, Public Affairs.

Energy Tians

ter. Robin Tilley Hull ~ Senior Specialist

Public Atfalrs, Energy Transfer: Rob Hazlett - Assistant
Chief, Chester Heights Fire Co : Joe McGinn - Vice
President. Public and Government Attairs, Energy Transfer
Larry Ward - Deputy Chief, Chester Heights Fire Co., Sam
lannuce! - President, Chester Heights Fire Co.. and Ron
Bloom - Director, Pipeline Operations, Energy Transfer.

boggan hit a tree and he
broke his spine, leaving
him a quadriplegic. He was
hospitalized in Poughkeep-
sie, N.Y., then spent a year
at Magee Rehabilitation
Hospital in Philadelphia
Although he had limited
movement only in his head,
neck, shoulders and arms,
he was determined to con:
tinue his studies to become
an Augustinian priest. He
came to St. Mary's Hall at
Villanova University, at that
time the Province’s Colle-
glate House of Formation,
where he began his novi-
tiate once again in 1969. He
professed his simple vows:
then in 1973, he professed
his solemn vows. Through-
out these years, a group of
cared for At-

Staten Island, NY. and then
entered the Order of St Au
gustine as a novice at Our
Mother of Good Counsel No-
vitiate, New Hamburg, NY.,
In 1964. It was there that his
life-changing accident hap-
pened on Feb. 22, 1965

On a cold day, Atkinson
was tobogganing with his
fellow novices when his to-

kinson who occupied a mo-
torized wheelchair

In 1974, nine years after
his disastrous accident, Car-
dinal John Krol ordained
Atkinson to the priesthood
Because Atkinson was a
quadriplegic, Pope Paul VI
had to make a special dis-
pensation for the ordina-
tion, making Atkinson the

first quadriplegic priest
The documentary is ex-
ecutive produced by Work-
Shop Content Studios' CEO
and Philadelphia native
Tom Farrell (“Basketball
Or Nothing/Netflix; True
North: The Sean Swar-
ner Story”/PBS, Amazon).
He and his brother were
both students of Atkinson
at Monsignor Bonner.
Steps are underway for
the canonization of Atkin-
son. For more information
on Atkinson's life story,
visit www fatherbillatkin-
son.com. For more informa-
tion on Workshop Content
Studios, visit https:/www.
theworkshop.tv

Chester Heights Fire
Co. awarded $20G
grant for emergency
equipment

The Chester Helights
Fire Co. formally accepted
a grant this week in the
amount of §20,503 58 from
Energy Transfer. The grant
aided in the purchase of
cquipment to enhance the
department's firefighting

The inspirationa!
documentary
"extraORDINARY
The Bill Atkinson Story.”
about the first quadriplegic
priest 0 be ordained In the
Catholic Church’s history
will debut on WHYY on Nov
1at Sp.m. Atkinson, who has
Delaware County roots and
connections, is on the path
10 sainthood

capabilities.

Energy Transfer is one of
the largest and most diversi-
fied energy logistics compa-
nies in the country, with ap-
proximately 3,000 miles of
pipeline infrastructure and
gathering systems located
in Pennsylvania

“This grant came at a
time when it is becom-
ing harder to maintain
the cquipment that we use
to save lives, because of
stricter requirements and
rising prices,” said Ches
ter Heights Fire Co. Presi-
dent Sam lannucci, Sr “We
are so appreciative of En
ergy Transfer for recogniz-
ing this need and for their
continued support of first
responders”

The Energy Transfer
First Responder Fund pro-
vides grants to help fur-
ther the primary mission
of first responder organi-
zations, including local fire
departments; emergency
medical serv county
emergency management
agencies, county, regional

and local police depart-
ments. and other ellgible
agencics, Grants are deter-
mined based on a compe!
tive application and revie
process, and written appli-

| cations are accepted on a

rolling basis for the follow-
ing cycle.

The Chester Heights Fire
Co. is an all-volunteer fire
department of 35 active
members serving a ten-
square-mile area including
Chester Heights and a por-
tion of Thornbury. Since
1947, Chester Heights Fire
Co. has delivered fire, rescuc
and EMS scrvices 24/7/365
days a year.

For more information,
visit https.//chesterhe-
ights7l.com/ or https://
www facebook.com/Ches-

dia Courthouse, The essay|
contest will focus on veter-
ans of all wars. Only one en-
try per student is allowed,

To complete the es-
say, students must inter-
view a family member or a
close family friend who has
served in the United States
military and write an essay]
of about this person’s expes
riences. Students should in-
clude the veteran's military]
branch, dates of service,
his/her job/role in the ser-|
vice, where he/she served,
any war experience and any]
advice the veteran may have]
for young people about serv+}
ing in the military Creatiy-
ity is encouraged

Essays will be read by o
panel and judged according]
to adherence to the theme/}

Annual Veterans Day
essay contest begins
for middle school
students

The Delaware County
Intermediate Unit and the
Veterans Legacy Project in-
vite Delaware County stu
dents in grades 6-8 to enter
the 2020 Veterans Day Es-
say Contest. The purpose of
the contest is to challenge
students to think about war
and freedom in ways they
never have before, to gain a
sense of pride in our coun-
try and to honor and respect
those brave individuals who
have risked their lives for
our freedom

The first, second and
third place winners will re-
ceive cash prizes and a cer-
tificate and will be invited
to read their essays at the
Veterans Day Ceremony in
Media on Wednesday, Nov.
10, at 1111 am,

Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the traditional
Veterans Day Parade will
not take place. However, in
its place will be a brief cere-
mony honoring all veterans,
tobe held in front of the Me-

creativity and
basic conventions of writ:
ing. The following rules ap+

ly:

» Maximum of 200 words
researched through veteran
interviews. Publications,
books, internet or classroony
studies may also be used fo
additional resources.

» Essays must be typed onl
8 1% by 11 inch paper with
a separate cover sheet indi
cating the student’s name;
grade, phone number, email
address, school and teach
er's name

is Wednesday, Nov. 4, by 4
p.m. Winners notified by
Nov. 6.

« All entries becom
property of DCIU and the
U Veterans Legacy Proj
ect

« All submissions must
emailed to the attention of
Adriene Irving at airving
dciv.org. Call 610-938-9
ext. 2061, for further infory
mation or if there are an;
questions or concerns.

Readers can email
community news and
phatos to Peg DeGrassa
at pdegrassa@21st-
centurymedia.com.

Killer Mike to earn Change Maker
Award at Billboard Awards

NEW YORK >> Grammy-winning
rapper and social-political activist
Killer Mike will receive the first Bill-
board Change Maker Award at the
2020 Billboard Music Awards.

NBC and dick clark productions an-
nounced the new award and recipient
Monday, two days ahead of the show,
which will air live on NBC from the
Dolby Theatre at 8 pm.

Atlanta-born Killer Mike first made
waves In music with his appearance
on Outkast's 2000 album, “Stanko-
nia” He later won a Grammy with the
duo for the Top 20 pop hit “The Whole
World” He's also a member of the hip-
hop duo Run the Jewels, which re-
leased their fourth album in June

But Killer Mike has made noise out-
side of music, too. He's spoken out
against police brutality, inequality in
Black communities and race relations
Last year he hosted Netflix's “Trig-
ger Warning with Killer Mike,” a 2019
documentary series about issues af-

|N I HI Photos and text from The Associated Pross

SPOTLIGHT

Memorials grow in Eddie Van Halen's adopted hometown

Gal Gadot tapped for Cl\

LOS ANGELES » Gal Gadot's casting as
Cleopatra in an upcoming P

film has launched a debate about the
Egyptian ruler’s ancestry and whether
the actress is right for the role.

The film, which will be directed
by Patty Jenkins from a script by La-
eta Kalogridis, was Gadot's idea and
is being billed as an epic biographical
drama

Gadot. best known for playing Won-
der Woman in two Jenkins projects
(including the upcoming “Wonder
Woman 1984"), 1s of Israeli descent
She is far from the first white woman
10 play the role. Claudette Colbert.
Vivien Leigh and Elizabeth Taylor have
all portrayed the historical figure in
the past. Cleopatra was a descendant
of Ptolemy 1, a Macedonian Greek who
established himself as king of Egypt
after the death of his companion Alex-
ander the Great. However, because her
mother’s identity is unknown, Cleopa-
tra’s ethnicity remains a mystery

Legend has it that the namo Van Halen, seen etched in concrete at the corner of Allen
and Villa in Pasadena, Calif.. was done by brothers Eddia and Alex Van Halen whan they
lived In Pasadena, Cali.. in their younger years

CALIF. » The home

of Eddie Van Halen and a sidewalk out-
side a nearby liquor store have been
turned into memorials to the legendary
rock guitarist in his adopted hometown
near Los Angeles.

The shrines began popping up shortly
after Van Halen'’s death from can-
cer at age 65 last week The tributes
have continued to grow and attract a
steady stream of visitors day and night

Van Halen was born in the Netherlands,
and moved to Pasadena, Calif., with his par-
ents and older brother Alex when he was 7.

A couple dozen people milled about
the nondescript yellow house on Las
Lunas Street, swapping memories

and photos of the flowers
and old photos of the guitar virtuoso.

“This way people have a chance to
come out and share their feelings,” said
Jackie Gibson, whose younger brother
was childhood friends with the Van Ha-
lens. “We need that right now. We re
ally haven't had a chance to celebrate
with everything being closed down. It's a
time people can come together and heal *

A pickup stopped in front of the house
and its overgrown yard and cranked Van
Halen's music, fittingly shattering the
quiet on the otherwise neatly kept block
A shed where the brothers practiced stil)
stands in the fenced-in backyard. They
continued living at the house, which is now

TODAY IN HISTORY

1775

The United States Navy had its origins
as the Continental Congress ordered
the construction of a naval tleet

1792

The cornerstone of the executive
mansion, later known as the White
House, was lald by President George
Washington during a ceremony in the
District of Columbia

1932

President Horbert Hoover and Chief
Justice Charles Evans Hughes laid
the cornerstone for the US Supreme
Court bullding tn Washington

1943

Italy declared war on Germany, its
one-time Axis partner

1944

During World War II, American troops
entered Aachen, Germany

1960

John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon
held the third televised debate of their
presidential campaign

1972

A Uruguayan chartered flight carry-

ing 45 people crashed in the Andes:

survivors resorted to feeding off the
remains of some of the dead In order
to stay alive until they were rescued
more than two months later

BIRTHDAYS

Gospel singer Shirley Caesar is 83
Actor Melinda Dillon is 81 Singer-mu
sician Paul Simon is 79. Actor Pamela
Tiffin Is 78 Musiclan Robert Lamm
(Chicago) is 76. Country singer Lacy J
Dalton Is 74
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Documentary about Rev. Bill Atkinson Lo air on PBS

By Peg DeGrassa

plegrossa@2ist-centuryme
i,

Editor of Town Talk, News &
Press of Delaware County

RADNOR » The world tele-
vision premiere of “ex-
traORDINARY / The Bill
Atkinson Story,” the in-
spiring documentary film
about the first quadriple-
gic priest to be ordained in
the Catholic Church’s his-
tory, will be aired on PBS
station WHYY/Philadel-
phia on Sunday, Nov. 1, at
5 p.m. in celebration of All
Saints Day.

“extraORDINARY/The
Bill Atkinson Story” chron-
icles one Philadelphia man's
inspiring life, from trag-
edy to potential sainthood
Hospitalized and near death
as a teenager, viewers will
be able to follow his incred-
ible journey through reha-
bilitation and recovery to
becoming the first quadri-
plegic priest in the Catho-
lic Church's 2,000-year his-
tory. Father Bill, as he was
fondly known, went on to
positively influence the lives
of so many individuals. He
conducted baptisms and
weddings as a priest and
taught at Monsignor Bon-
ner High School in Drexel
Hill from 1975 until 2004,
educating and motivating
students as a teacher.

Born in 1946, Rev. Bill
Atkinson, OSA, was a na-
tive of Upper Darby, where
he attended St. Alice Ele-
mentary School and then
graduated from Bonner. He
spent a year as a postulant

suen

At the Chester Heights Fire Co. grant presentation are.

eft 1o right. Joe Massaro - Lead Specialist. Public Affairs.
Energy Transter Robin Tilley Hull — Senior Specialist
Public Affairs, Energy Transter. Rob Hazlett - Assistant
Chief, Chester Heights Fire Co ; Joe McGinn — Vice
President. Public and Government Affairs, Energy Transfer
Larry Ward - Deputy Chief. Chester Heights Fire Co., Sam

tannucel -

President, Chester Heights Fire Co.: and Ron

Bloom - Director, Pipeline Operations, Energy Transfer

baggan hit a tree and he
broke his spine, leaving
him a quadriplegic. He was
hospitalized in Poughkeep-
sie, NY,, then spent a year
at Magee Rehabilitation
Hospital in Philadelphia
Although he had limited
movement only in his head,
neck, shoulders and arms,
he was determined to con-
tinue his studies to become
an Augustinian priest. He
came to St. Mary’s Hall at
Villanova University, at that
time the Province’s Colle-
giate House of Formation,
where he began his novi-
tiate once again in 1969 He
professed his simple vows;
then in 1973, he professed
his solemn vows. Through-
out these years, a group of

ared for At-

at Academy in
Staten Island, N.Y., and then
entered the Order of St. Au-
gustine as a novice at Our
Mother of Good Counsel No-
vitiate, New Hamburg, NY.,
in 1964. It was there that his
life-changing accident hap-
pened on Feb. 22,1965

On a cold day, Atkinson
was tobogganing with his
fellow novices when his to-

kinson who occupied a mo-
torized wheelchair

In 1974, nine years after
his disastrous accident, Car-
dinal John Krol ordained
Atkinson to the priesthood
Because Atkinson was a
quadriplegic, Pope Paul V1
had to make a special dis-
pensation for the ordina-
tion, making Atkinson the

first quadriplegic priest
The documentary is ex-
ecutive produced by Work-
Shop Content Studios” CEO
and Philadelphia native
Tom Farrell (“Basketball
Or Nothing/Netflix, True
North: The Sean Swar-
ner Story”/PBS, Amazon).
He and his brother were
both students of Atkinson
at Monsignor Bonner.
Steps are underway for
the canonization of Atkin-
son. For more information
on Atkinson’s life story,
visit www fatherbillatkin-
son.com. For more informa-
tion on Workshop Content
Studios, visit https:/www,
theworkshop.tv

Chester Heights Fire
Co. awarded $20G
grant for emergency
equipment

The Chester Heights
Fire Co formally accepted
a grant this week in the
amount of §20,503.58 from
Energy Transfer The grant
aided in the purchase of
equipment to enhance the
department's firefighting

documentary
extraORDINARY/
The Bill Atkinson Story,
about the first quadriplegic
priest to be ordained in the
Catholic Church's history,
will debut on WHYY on Nov
Jat Spm. Atkinson, who has
Delaware County roots and
connections, Is on the path
to sainthood.

and local police depart-
ments, and other eligible
agencies. Grants are deter-
mined based on a competi-
tive application and review
process, and written appli-
cations are accepted on a
rolling basis for the follow-
ing cycle.

The Chester Heights Fire
Co. is an all-volunteer fire
department of 35 active
members serving a ten-
square-mile area including
Chester Heights and a por-
tion of Thornbury. Since
1947, Chester Heights Fire
Co. has delivered fire, rescue
and EMS services 24/7/365
days a year.

For more information,
visit “https.//chesterhe-
ights7l.com/ or https://
www facebook com/Ches-
terHeightsFire.

Annual Veterans Day
essay contest begins
for middle school

Energy Transfer is one of
the largest and most diversi-
fied energy logistics compa-
nies in the country, with ap-
proximately 3,000 miles of
pipeline infrastructure and
gathering systems located
in Pennsylvania.

“This grant came at a
time when it is becom-
ing harder to maintain
the equipment that we use
to save lives, because of
stricter requirements and
rising prices,” said Ches-
ter Heights Fire Co. Presi-
dent Sam lannucci, St “We
are so appreciative of En-
ergy Transfer for recogniz-
ing this need and for their
continued support of first
responders.”

The Energy Transfer
First Responder Fund pro-
vides grants to help fur-
ther the primary mission
of first responder organi-
zations, including local fire
departments, emergency
medical services; county
emergency management
agencies; county, regional

The Delaware County
Intermediate Unit and the
Veterans Legacy Project in-
vite Delaware County stu-
dents in grades 6-8 to enter
the 2020 Veterans Day Es-
say Contest. The purpose of
the contest is to challenge
students to think about war
and freedom in ways they
never have before, to gain a
sense of pride in our coun-
try and to honor and respect
those brave individuals who
have risked their lives for
our freedom.

The first, second and
third place winners will re-
ceive cash prizes and a cer-
tificate and will be invited
to read their essays at the
Veterans Day Ceremony in
Media on Wednesday, Nov
1, atlllam

Due to the COVID-19

dia Courthouse. The essay
contest will focus on veter.
ans of all wars. Only one en-
try per student is allowed,

To complete the es-
say, students must inter-
view a family member or a|
close family friend who has|
served in the United States|
military and write an essay]
of about this person’s expe-}
riences. Students should in-}
clude the veteran’s military}
branch, dates of service,
his/her job/role in the ser-
vice, where he/she served,
any war experience and any|
advice the veteran may have}
for young people about sery-
ing in the military. Creativ-
ity is encouraged.

Essays will be read by al
panel and judged according
to adherence to the theme,
question(s), creativity and
basic conventions of writ
ing. The following rules ap4

b-3

researched through veteran
interviews. Publications,
books, internet or ¢

& |
* Maximum of 200 words

studies may also be used fog
additional resources.

« Essays must be typed ory
8 14 by 11 Inch paper with{
a separate cover sheet indi
cating the student’s namey
grade, phone number, email
address, school and teach:
er's name.

» Submission deadling
is Wednesday, Nov. 4, by 4
p.m. Winners notified by
Nov. 6.

* All entries becom

property of DCIU and thd
US. Veterans Legacy Proj:
ect

« All submissions must
emailed to the attention
Adriene Irving at airvi
dciu.org. Call 610-938-
ext. 2061, for further infol
mation or if there are
questions or concerns.

pandemic, the
Veterans Day Parade will
not take place. However, in
its place will be a brief cere-
mony honoring all veterans,
to be held in front of the Me-

Readers can email
community news and
photos to Peg DeGrassa
at pdegrassa@2Ist-
centurymedia.com.

Killer Mike to earn Change Maki
Award at Billboard Aw:r?is il

NEW YORK >> Gram my-winning
rapper and social-political activist
Killer Mike will receive the first Bill-
board Change Maker Award at the
2020 Billboard Music Awards,

NBC and dick clark productions an-
nounced the new award and recipient
Monday, two days ahead of the show,
which will air live on NBC from the
Dolby Theatre at § p.m.

Atlanta-born Killer Mike first made
waves in music with his appearance
on Outkast’s 2000 album, “Stanko-
nia.” He later won a Grammy with the
duo for the Top 20 pop hit “The Whole
World” He's also a member of the hip-
hop duo Run the Jewels, which re-
leased their fourth album in June.

But Killer Mike has made noise out-
side of music, too. He's spoken out
against police brutality, inequality in
Black communities and race relations.
Last year he hosted Netflix's “Trig-
ger Warning with Killer Mike,” a 2019
documentary series about issucs af-

Gal Gadot tapped for Cleopatra

LOS ANGELES » Gal Gadot's casting as
Cleopatra in an upcoming Paramount
film has launched a debate about the
Egyptian ruler’s ancestry and whether
the actress is right for the role.

The film, which will be directed
by Patty Jenkins from a script by La-
eta Kalogridis, was Gadot’s idea and
is being billed as an epic biographical
drama

Gadot, best known for playing Won
der Woman in two Jenkins projects
(including the upcoming “Wonder
Woman 19847), is of Israeli descent
She s far from the first white woman
to play the role: Claudette Colbert,
Vivien Leigh and Elizabeth Taylor have
all portrayed the historical figure in
the past Cleopatra was a descendant
of Ptolemy 1, a Macedonian Greek who
established himsclf as king of Egypt
after the death of his companion Alex-
ander the Great. However, because her
mother’s identity is unknown, Cleopa-
tra’s ethnicity remains a mystery.

IN I HI Photos and text from The Assoclated Press

SPOTLIGH

Memorials grow in Eddie Van Halen's adopted hometown

Legend has it that the name Van Halen. seen etched in concrete at the corner of Allen
and Villa In Pasadena. Calif. was done by brothers Eddia and Alex Van Halen when they
lived in Pasadena. Calif . In their younger years

PASADENA. CALIF. 5 The childhood home
of Eddie Van Halen and a sidewalk out-
side a nearby liquor store have been
turned into memorials to the legendary
rock guitarist in his adopted hometown
near Los Angeles

The shrines began popping up shortly
after Van Halen’s death from can-
cer at age 65 last week. The tributes
have continued to grow and attract a
steady stream of visitors day and night

Van Halen was born in the Netherlands,
and moved to Pasadena, Calif, with his par-
ents and older brother Alex when he was 7.

A couple dozen people milled about
the nondescript yellow house on Las
Lunas Street, swapping memories

and snapping photos of the flowers
and old photos of the guitar virtuoso.

“This way people have a chance to
come out and share their feelings,” said
Jackie Gibson, whose younger brother
was childhood friends with the Van Ha-
lens. “We need that right now. We re-
ally haven't had a chance to celebrate
with everything being closed down. It's a
time people can come together and heal *

A pickup stopped in front of the house
and its overgrown yard and cranked Van
Halen’s music, fittingly shattering the
quiet on the otherwise neatly kept block
A shed where the brothers practiced still
stands in the fenced-in backyard. They
continued living at the house, which is now

TODAY IN HISTORY

1775

The United States Navy had its origins
as the Continental Congress ordered
the construction of a naval fleet

1792

The cornerstone of the executive
mansion, later known as the White
House, was laid by President George
Washington during a ceremany In the
District of Columbia

1932

President Herbert Hoover and Chief
Justice Charles Evans Hughes laid
the cornerstone for the U.S. Supreme
Court building in Washington

1943

Italy declared war on Germany, its
one-time Axis partner

1944

During World War I, American troops
entered Aachen, Germany

1960

John F Kennedy and Richard Nixon
held the third televised debate of their
presidential campaign

1972

A Uruguayan chartered flight carry
ing 45 people crashed in the Andes.
survivors resorted to feeding off the
remains of some ot the dead In order
to stay alive until they were rescuad
more than two months later

BIRTHDAYS

Gospel singer Shirley Caesar [s 83
Actor Melinda Dillon Is 81. Singer-mu
sician Paul Simon is 79. Actor Pamela
Tiffin Is 78 Musiclan Robert Lamm
(Chicago) is 76. Country singer Lacy J
Daiton is 74
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Documentary about Rev. Bill Atkinson to air on PBS

Ist-centuryme

By Peg DeGrassa
pdegrassa@2;

RADNOR s The world tele
vision premiere of “ex
traORDINARY / The Bill
Atkinson Story,” the in-
piring documentary film
about the first quadriple-
g1C priest to be ordained in
the Catholic Church's his-
tory, will be aired on PBS
station WHYY/Philadel-
phia on Sunday, Nov. 1, at
5 p.m. in celebr:
Saints Day
“extraORDINARY/The
Bill Atkinson Story” chron-
Icles one Philadelphia man's
inspiring life, from trag-
edy to potential sainthood.
Hospitalized and near death
as a teenager, viewers will
be able to follow his incred-
ible journey through reha
bilitation and recovery to
becoming the first quadri-
plegic priest in the Catho-
lic Church's 2,000-year his
tory. Father Bill. as he was
fondly known, went on to
pasitively influence the lives
of so many individuals. He
conducted baptisms and
weddings as a priest and
taught at Monsignor Bon-
ner High School in Drexel
Hill from 1975 until 2004,
educating and motivating
students as a teacher
Born in 1946, Rev. Bill
Atkinson, OSA, was a na-
tive of Upper Darby, where
he attended St. Alice Ele-
mentary School and then
graduated from Bonner He
spent a year as a postulant
at Augustinian Academy in
Staten Island, NY., and then
entered the Order of St Au-
gustine as a novice at Our
Mother of Good Counsel No-
vitiate, New Hamburg, NY,,
in 1964. 1t was there that his
life-changing accident hap-
pened on Feb. 22, 1965
On a cold day, Atkinson
was tobogganing with his
fellow novices when his to-

[

At the Ch ghts Fire Co. grant pre:

Chief ¢
President 1 Governi

boggan hit a tree and he
broke his spine, leaving
him a quadriplegic. He was
hospitalized in Poughkeep-
sie, N.Y,, then spent a year
at Magee Rehabilitation
Hospital in Philadelphia
Although he had limited
movement only in his head,
neck, shoulders and arms,
he was determined to con-
tinue his studies to become
an Augustinian priest. He
came to St. Mary's Hall at
Villanova University, at that
time the Province's Colle-
giate House of Formation,
where he began his novi-
tiate once again in 1969, He
professed his simple vows,
then in 1973, he professed
his solemn vows. Through
out these years, a group of
Augustinians cared for At
kinson who occupied a mo-
torized wheelchair

In 1974, nine years after
his disastrous accident, Car-
dinal John Krol ordained
Atkinson to the priesthood
Because Atkinson was a
quadriplegic, Pope Paul V1
had to make a special dis-
pensation for the ordina-
tion, making Atkinson the

ment Affairs E

he:

first quadriplegic priest
The documentary is ex-
ecutive produced by Work
Shop Content Studios’ CEO
and Philadelphia native
Tom Farrell (“Basketball
Or Nothing/Netflix; True
North: The Sean Swar-
ner Story”/PBS, Amazon)
He and his brother were
both students of Atkinson
at Monsignor Bonner.
Steps are underway for
the canonization of Atkin-
son. For more information
on Atkinson's life story,
visit www fatherbillatkin-
son.com. For more informa-
tion on Workshop Content
Studios, visit https:/www
theworkshop.tv.

Chester Heights Fire
Co. awarded $20G
grant for emergency
equipment

The Chester Heights
Fire Co. formally accepted
a grant this week in the
amount of $20,503.58 from
Energy Transfer. The grant
aided in the purchase of
equipment to enhance the
department’s firefighting

Story
t quadriplegic
rdained in the

capabilities

Energy Transfer is one of
the largest and most diversi-
fied energy logistics compa-
nies in the country, with ap-
proximately 3,000 miles of
pipeline infrastructure and
gathering systems located
in Pennsylvania

“This grant came at a
time when it is becom
ing harder to maintain
the equipment that we use
to save lives, because of
stricter requirements and
rising prices,” said Ches-
ter Heights Fire Co. Presi-
dent Sam lannucci, Sr. “We
are so appreciative of En.
ergy Transfer for recogniz-
ing this need and for their
continued support of first
responders.”

The Energy Transfer
First Responder Fund pro-
vides grants to help fur
ther the primary mission
of first responder organi
zations, including local fire
departments, emergency
medical services; county
emergency management
agencies, county, regional

and local police depart-
ments; and other eligible
agencies. Grants are deter-
mined based on a competi-
tive application and review
process, and written appli-
cations are accepted on a
rolling basis for the follow-
ing cycle.

The Chester Heights Fire
Co. is an all-volunteer fire
department of 35 active
members serving a ten
square-mile area including
Chester Heights and a por-
tion of Thornbury. Since
1947, Chester Heights Fire
Co. has delivered fire, rescue
and EMS services 24/7/365
days a year

For more information,
visit “https://chesterh
ights7l.com/ or https.//
www facebook.com/Ches-
terHeightsFire.

Annual Veterans Day
essay contest begins
for middle school
students

The Delaware County
Intermediate Unit and the
Veterans Legacy Project in
vite Delaware County stu-
dents in grades 6-8 to enter
the 2020 Veterans Day Es-
say Contest. The purpose of
the contest is to challenge
students to think about war
and freedom in ways they
never have before, to gain a
sense of pride in our coun-
try and to honor and respect
those brave individuals who
have risked their lives for
our freedom.

The first, second and
third place winners will re-
ceive cash prizes and a cer-
tificate and will be invited
to read their essays at the
Veterans Day Ceremony in
Media on Wednesday, Nov
Latlllam

Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the traditional
Veterans Day Parade will
not take place. However, in
its place will be a brief cere-
mony honoring all veterans,
tobe held in front of the Me-

dia Courthouse. The essay
contest will focus on veter-
ans of all wars. Only one en-
try per student is allowed

To complete the es-
say, students must inter-
view a family member or a
close family friend who has
served in the United States
military and write an essay
of about this person’s expe-
riences. Students should in-
clude the veteran’s military
branch, dates of service,
his/her job/role in the ser-
vice, where he/she served,
any war experience and any
advice the veteran may have
for young people about sery-
ing in the military. Creativ-
ity Is encouraged

Essays will be read by a
panel and judged according
to adherence to the theme/
question(s), creativity and
basic conventions of writ-
ing. The following rules ap-

ly

* Maximum of 200 words,
researched through veteran
interviews. Publications,
books, internet or classroom
ay also be used for
additional resources.

* Essays must be typed on
8 15 by 11 inch paper with
a separate cover sheet indi-
cating the student’s name,
grade, phone number, email
address, school and teach-
er’s name.

* Submission deadline
1s Wednesday, Nov. 4, by 4
p.m. Winners notified by
Nov. 6

¢ All entries become
property of DCIU and the
US. Veterans Legacy Proj-
ect

* All submissions must be
emailed to the attention of
Adriene Irving at airving@
dciu.org. Call 610-938-9000,
€xt. 2061, for further infor-
mation or if there are any
questions or concerns.

Readers can email
community news and
Photos to Peg DeGrassa
at pdegrassa@21st
centurymedia.com
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Neumann University student
Alexander DiMatteo displays his
dally health check form which
is submitted digitally and is
tequired to enter buildings on
campus.

WHO ARE THE BEST BUSINESSES IN DELCO?
Go to www.delcotimes.com scroll down to Promotion & Specials and
click on the Best of Delco icon or go to: jre-pa.pageflip.site/editions/BD91400

TO SEE ALL THE WINNERS!
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